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OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING CLUB 


MEMBERSHIP 


Membership in the Ottawa Home Com- 
puting Club is open to all who have a 
genuine interest in home computing. The 
membership fee is $20 per year and entit- 
les members to: 

attend monthly meetings 

buy Club disks 

receive the Club newsletter 

participate in the election of the Club 
executive 

participate in any other 
Club-sponsored activities. 

full sign-on privileges on the Club 
BBS 


+ C64 & C64 Disk of the Month 
Amiga 

+ C128 & CP/M 

MS-DOS 


CLUB EXECUTIVE 


Elected Positions: 
+ President: Pierre Castricum, 830-6984 


+ Vice-President: Scotty Adams, 
592-3492 


Secretary: Gerry Bouchard, 731-0920 
Treasurer: Mike Bryan, 226-5588 


Program Co-ordinator: Wayne D. 
Schaler, 728-7811 


Librarians: 


MEETINGS 


Club meetings are held monthly at the 
Confederation High School (Woodroffe 
near Nepean Sportsplex), usually the third 
Monday of the month. Upcoming meet- 
ings are scheduled as follows: 

February 20 

March 13*, April 17 

May 15, June 12* 

An * beside a date indicates that the meet- 
ing is not on the third Monday of that 
month. 


Meeting format is standard (see “Club 


ing meeting) and the format is: 

+ 7:30 Membership registration, Disk 
of the Month sales, socialization 

+ 8:00 Business Meeting 

+ 8:20 Main Presentation 

+ 9:00 Special Interest Group (SIG) 


Librarian ant 

Specific group meetings 
Special Interest Groups are meeting places 
for people with similar interests. Tell 
people what you're doing, or would like 10 
be doing; ask people what they're doing, 
or discuss a problem you're having. Wh: 
members get out of these meetings is 
proportional to what they put in. 


Also in this time period the following 
librarians will be available for your ques- 
tions, suggestions, disk orders, etc. You 
may even catch a demo of the latest 
software: 

+ Apple & Macintosh 


Amiga: Don White, 829-2082 
+ Apple: Vojta Fryzck, 722-9778 


+ Commodore 64: Car! Bigras, 
776-1402 


+ Commodore 128/CP/M: Ray 
Monette, 722-1204 

+ MS-DOS: Peter Nickless, 837-3402 

+ TPUG: Marv Bero, 727-9674 

Other Positions: 


+ Membership: Lucien St. Denis, 
224-2972 

+ Bulletin Board SYSOP: Don White, 
829-2082 

+ Retail Disk Distribution: Peter 
Manin, 731-7700 


+ Newsletter Editor: Bob Mason, 
837-3197 


OHCC Bulletin Board 828-6440 


Address all correspondence to: 


Ottawa Home Computing Club 
P.O, Box 4164, Station “C” 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4P3 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


Ottawa Home Computing is the newslet- 
ter of the Ottawa Home Computing Club, 
and is mailed free-of-charge to all mem- 
bers in good standing. Otawa Home Com- 
puting is published 10 times a year, 
monthly except for the months of June and 
August. 


Submissions to Ottawa Home Computing 
are most welcomed. If hand written, please 
make sure your submission is legible, Ar- 


ticles submitted ina ready-to-print format, 
or on disk, are also appreciated. Please 
contact the Editor for more information if 
you choose either of these latter two 
methods. 


Graphic submissions are also needed, For 
best reproduction, submissions should be 
designed to the width of one or two 
columns (approximately 3 1/2" or 7"). If 
produced on a printer, please use a fu 
new ribbon: if drawn please use a black 
pen. 


Classified advertisements of personal 
items (up to 25 words) are free to mem- 
bers. For information on commercial dis- 
play and classified advertising, please 
contact the Advertising Manager. 


Newsletter staff: 

+ Editor: Bob Mason, 837-3197 

+ Amiga Editor: Brian Mudge, 
739-12 


+ Apple/Mac Editor: vacant 


+ MS-! ree Editor: Deryl Charlebois, 
224-0585 


Advertising Manager: Scotty Adams, 
592-3492 


Address all correspondence to: 


Bob Mason 
29 Valewood Cr 
Ottawa, Ontario 


1B4G1 


The C64 Disk of the Month is ca 

the following stores. It for about 
$4.50 and is available two days after cach 
meeting. 

Ali Computers 
1158 Ogilvie Rd. 
Compucenure 
Carlingwood Plaza 
Lynx Technical 
2150 St. Joseph (Orleans) 
Mr. Diskette 

119 O'Connor 

1600 Merivale Rd. 


744-0220 


729-0448 


830-8396, 


1456 Cyrville 749-3100 
NCE Service 

1047 Belfast Rd. 749-2701 
‘TGF Computers 

2430 Bank St. 738-7471 
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OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


CLUB 


by Bob Mason 


For future mecting assy general meeting structure and other club 
information, please sce page 2. 


Upcoming Meetings 
MARCH 13, 1989 


A speaker from Astrological Compatibility Services and Daytese 
Astrology Services will speak to the club on use of the computer 
in Astrological charting and personality matching. 


Computer users tend to laugh at things like astrology, because they 
think of themselves as logical thinkers, and they view astrology as 
lypified by the simple and vague predictions made in the columns 
‘of newspapers or on the radio. It’s all just hocus pocus. 


science based on the fact that where and when 
in effect on who you are. Itis well documented 
that the position of the moon causes tides, levels of the water table, 
and effects the growth of sceds and plants, What effect the moon, 
other planets, the sun and other stars have on humans is less clear- 
ly documented, but itis known that the more exactly one looks at 
these factors, the closer predictions come to reality. 


But astrology is 
you were born hi 


Datyese Astrological Services offers charts about your birth, 
development to date and future trends, including suggestions for 
action in the fields of family and business, Astrological Com- 
patibility Services provides a matching service that can introduce 
you to "guaranteed compatible” people, or can supply a couple 
with an analysis showing the strong and weak points of their 
relationship. 


APRIL 17, 1989 


Paul Stacey of Up and Running, a local Macintosh retailer with 
two stores in Ottawa, will talk about computer colour printing and 
laser offsct lithography. 


Notes from the February Executive and 
General Meetings 


The Executive met February 13, 1989. The first topic was a review 
of the booth the club set up at Carlingwood Plaza February 4. The 
most popular programs demonstrated for the C64 were Sky Travel 
and The Write Stuff, the talking word processor. We met a lot of 
new people there, and picked up several new members. The next 
one will be at St. Laurent Plaza on May 13. Some suppliers have 
indicated an interest in donating prizes for a draw. Members inter- 
ested in helping out should contact Pierre Castricum or Gerry 
Bouchard. 


Wayne Schaler announced the topics for the next two general 
mectings, and there was a brief discussion of the programs, Bob 
Mason presented a report on the cost of several alternatives for 
newsletter production and distribution. It was decided to limit the 
size of the newsletter to 12 pages a mont thus reducing both print- 
ing and mailing costs, Scotty Adam: ‘iting advertising for 


NOTES 


the newsletter, and if the respor 
increase to 16 pages. All adi 


is sufficient, the newsleticr will 
ing must be paid in advance. 


Inwasalso decided to increase the membership fees to $25 per year, 
effective April 1, 1989. The vote was 9-2 with Wayne Schaler and 
Peter Nickless opposed to the increase. 


as is working on a new version of the catalog disk, 
catalog of all public domain programs in the C64 library. It will be 
available free to new and renewing members shortly. 


FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING 


The president opened the meeting with a report on the club's 
demonstration booth at Carlingwood Plaza, and encouraged mem- 
bers to participate in the next one, scheduled for St. Laurent Plaza 
‘on May 13. Due to problems with our printer, the newsletter was 
not available until the day of the meeting. Pierre asked if people 
would be in favour of picking up their newsletter at the meeting, 
with the remainder mailed to members who were not present — 
very few people were opposed to this procedure. (Sixty members 
picked up their newsletters this way, reducing mailing costs by 
about $45), Marv Bero announced that he hoped to have a Tax disk 
available for the March meeting. 


The main presentation was by Robert Smith from the Bank Street 
Radio Shack, He discussed the new computer program used in their 
900 retail outlets to keep track of inventory, customers, 


President’s Corner 


By. Pierre Castricum 


Well it’s March already and everyone is talking about spring and 


eventually summer. 


As outlined to the membership at the February meeting, the execu- 
tive committee has decided that membership fees will increase to 
$25.00 effective April 1989, For those of you who renew his/her 
membership before April, the fee will be $20.00. 


Two positions have become vacant in the past month or so and we 
are looking for suitable replacements, Bob Mason, the club's 
newsletter editor, is resigning effective April 1989. If you would 
be interested please call any member of the executive. Also, Carl 
Bigras has decided to resign as C64 librarian. If you are interested, 
please contact any member of the executive. Both Bob and Carl 
have agreed to help the new incumbents in any way possible. 


Volunteers are needed in order to participate in a computer 
demonstration to be held at St. Laurent Shopping Centre on Satur- 
day, May 13th. If you're interested, please let me know, Our first 
shopping centre demonstration was held at Carlingwood shopping 
centre and was deemed a big success. Many shoppers stopped to 
cither chat, buy memberships or disks or just get acquainted with 
us. To date, over 10 new members have joined the club, 


On behalf of the members of the executive, | wish everyone the 


best for Easter. 
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Membership Report — March 1989 


If your name appears on this list, please check with Lucien St. 
Denis, our membership chairmen. A I-month grace period will be 
allowed, then your name will automatically be removed from the 


membership list. 

DATE..... NAME 

03/89/00. Robert Vincent 
03/89/02.. Wes A. McGugan 
03/89/04..J.P. Massia 
03/89/06,. Ted McEvoy 
03/89/08.. Gerald G. Cooper 
03/89/11... 
03/89/13., Mare Heuman 
03/89/15. Wayne LaRocque 
03/89/17,, Jeff Dawson 
04/89/01. 
(04/89/03... Bob Mason 
(04/89/05.. Peter Martin 
04/89/07.. Don White 
04/89/09... Peter Nickless 
(04/89/11... Vojta Fryzek 
04/89/13. Mike Bryan 
(04/89/15. Mary Bero 
04/89/17.. Leonard N. Winn 
04/89/19. C.W, Ripley 
04/89/22... Ian McDonald 
04/89/24... 
04/89/26. Raymond Robidoux 
04/89/28. Peter J. Nelson 
04/89/30.. Dale Benson 
04/89/32. R.B. Screaton 
04/89/34.. Tony Wright 
04/89/36., Col,R.Bruce Morris 
04/89/38,, Alan J, Turner 
04/89/40,..John Batchelor 


Robert Payne 


Lucien St. Denis 


Norman Delahunty 


DATE... NAME 
03/89/01... Patricia Ann Todd 
03/89/03. 
03/89/05, John Reid Norton 
03/89/07... Donald F. MacLean 
03/89/10..J. Grant Woolsey 
03/89/12., 
03/89/14... 
03/89/16.. Robert Baillargeon 
03/89/19., Alfred M. Hurter 


Peter Turner 


William J. Apostal 


Hylton Jorssen 


Raymond Monette 


..Ed Steenhorst 
04/89/06..Gerry Bouchard 
04/89/08. Wayne D. Schaler 
04/89/10... Scotty Adams 
04/89/12... 
04/89/14..Carl Bigras 
04/89/16...Steve Phillips 
04/89/18...Leo Potvin 
0489721.. 
04/89/23... 
0489725. 
04/89/27... Francis Perron 
04/8929..C.R. Colwell 
04/89/31.. Bob Hannah 
04/89/33. Robb Wainwright 
04/89/35... Huy Tran 
04/89/37..Don Smith 
04/89/39,.P.H. Dal(Sr) 
04/89/41 ..Janice Stonchouse 


Pierre Castricum 


E.S. Cope 
Richard Perron 


Rudy Schoenberger 


04/89/42 .Jean Paul Gagne 
04/89/44 Robin N. Miller 


04/89/43.. Gordon G, MeClure 


Welcome New Members 


(N=New-R=renewal) 
03/10...Reg J. Young(N) 03/11...G.G. Lalonde(N) 


03/12...John Sills(N) 03/13... 
03/14... Wayne H, Moore(N) 03/15... 


David Adams(N) 
Quo Blank(N) 


03/1 tan Hutchison(R) 03/17... Robin Moore(N) 
03/18...Ivan Russell(N) 03/19... Brian Cunningham(N) 
03/20... Wayne MacDonald(N) 03/21... Donald B, Ross(N) 
03/22,,.Brock Williams(N) 03/23.. in F, Aubarbier(N) 
03/24... Walter Dyck(N) 03/25... Shane Clark(N) 
03/26...John Hanna(R) 03/27... Nancy Mitchell(N) 


... Keith Hudson(N) 
|... Bruce Marshall(N) 
..-E.L. Blondeau(R) 
- Yvan Gaudette(R) 


03/29... 
03/31... Orville Lennon(R) 
03/33... K. Weaver(N) 
03/36... Dave Mullington (R) 


Kevin Lee(N) 


ee 
C128 Librarian’s Comments 


by Ray Monette 
Hello friends, 


Sorry there was no demo on SUPERBASE 128 as was planni 
someone along the way slipped up, either me or the people respon- 
sible for bringing in the equipment. This demo will be done at the 
next meeting by Lucien St. Denis who looks after the club mem- 
bership. Gord Walford is looking for a 128 program on Geneol- 
ogy, so if any members of the club can help him let me know or 
contact Gord at the next meeting. 


Joe Smith who is also a member of Barrie User Group s: 
their club went out and purchased a diagnostic cartridge to check 
their C128 performance. Also, duc to having to wait a while for 
their computer to be repaired, they bought spare chips for the 
C128". 


For the April 17 meeting Bob Thomas has volunteered to give us 
ademo on BIG BLUE READER. Ifany club members have any 
articles they would like to see in our newsletter please contact me 
orany member of the executive; weare always looking for articles 
that may be of help to our members. Well that all for now. 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


Amiga Notes 


Dungeon Master 


by Brian Mudge 
Stealthily I crept into the darkened room. From the walls hung 
rusted, unmoving chains, The smell of rot and impending death 


was in the air. Suddenly, footsteps! 


What alerted the ghostly shapes of our presence, we'll never know. 
Perhaps it was our sharp intakes of heated air or the rustle of leather 
against the dungeon walls, for in the blink of a frightened eye they 
were upon us. 


First fell Merlin, the wisest and eldest, Next was Thor, whose 
strength, had, just two levels above, seemed unequaled. Third was 
Marcus, who in dying was almost a saviour, for just as he fell he 
unleashed a spell that quaked the walls and sentenced three of the 
shadowy figures to return to their unholy world, 


Alone, my fate was almost certainly sealed! 
But no! I would not give up so easily! 


A final spell, a well placed chop of my axe and another of the 
y had fallen... just two more ... and the final key ismine ...Oh, 


And so ends another two hour episode of my current, favorite, 
“non-real-world” adventure, Namely, Dungeon Master rom FTL 
Games. 


The back of the box reads “... the most detailed dungeon ever 
created in software ..”. Well, having spent many a “relaxing” hour 
playing some of the newest and “best” adventure/role-playing- 
games, I feel this program is definitely worth a very close look. 


The manual includes a very descriptive and “mood seuing” short 
story, which provides some important details not mentioned else- 
where in the otherwise brief pamphlet, Overall the manual is not 
very descriptive in its handling of game play mechanics, nor in 
player stats or even in the way that it tells you what is supposed to 
be your mission, However, instead of the above points detracting 
from the game, they actually are, I believe, totally intentional and 
genuinely enhance this superb adventure. 


You see, in this RPG you are not expected to slaughter thousands 
of weird and gory monsters, until you finally stumble upon some 
evil wizard (with a name no one can actually pronounce) and then 
defeat him to the tune of some sampled rock music. No! Here you 
must enter the dungeon with up to four characters, each of whom 
has been either Resurrected or Reincarnated, and move from puz- 
zle to riddle to secret switches. The whole time being guided, as if 
by unseen forces, towards the ultimate victory, the FIRE STAFF! 


Aside from the many and varied puzzles that you must overcome, 
there are many “goodies” that will keep this program in my “Best 
of ’89" list, A brief overview of some of these features follow: 


— excellent 3D scrolling dungeon seen from the characters view; 


= digitally sampled sounds, such as the footsteps mentioned ear- 
lier; 


— very effective spot animation (such as with the waving of clubs 
and shuffling of fect on the blue beasts, as they beat you to death); 


— the ability to have more than one Save Disk current at a time (1 
used a scratch disk for saving to while figuring out riddles, then 
went back to my good save disk once I thought I had the answer); 


-many different hidden switches, that are actually within the 3D 
pictures of the walls (to see them you often times must be looking, 
directly at them); and 


—the very friendly user interface (at times very reminiscent of, but 
not as limiting as, Mindscape’s award winning Uninvited and 
Deja Vu). 


THE VERDICT: 


If you haven't guessed by now, I will certainly recommend this 
program to anyone that enjoys a good thinking game, and a total- 
ly enjoyable escape to a distant reality. 


Magazine News: 


The March '89 issue of Amiga World features.a Hardware Buyer's 
Guide. The Guide boasts 245 separate items and covers Devices 
and Add-ons. The piece’s preface says that the guide only cove 
items that will be released prior to 1 March 89, and as such de 
not cover any of the more interesting rumoured releas 

the “Mac Emulator”). 


The same periodical also has a fairly in-depth article on 
and installing a Hard Drive. Although the Hard Driv 
quite comprehensive, it does not cover some things that it perhaps 
should have, For example, when I was installing my brother's Hard 
Drive, we found that a very careful hand had to be used when 
removing the drive mounting bracket, due to the fact that the 
screws are v-¢-r-y soft and easy to strip and ruin, Also although 
the author mentions that the A2090A comes with the required 
“automatic” installation software and a booklet to tell you what 
has to be done, I have decided (after installing 2 A2090A's) that 
the software leaves a little to be desired (but is usable) and that the 
booklet is not for the faint of heart, and requires a lot of study to 
make sense, 


April is Humour Month 


In honour of April Foo!’ 
issue of the Newsletter. Regular contributors are encouray 


s Day, we'd like to put outa humorous 
to 


look at the lighter side of computing. Got any good jokes or car- 
toons (must be computer-related) — send "em in, We've all suf 
fered through Pierre’s terrible jokes; now it’s our chance to get 
back at him. 
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The many features of GEOS v2.0 


By Pierre Castricum 


Welcome to the world of GEOS Ver. 2.0. 


In last month's article, we briefly looked at various programs 
which are included in the four-disk set, This month, we will take 
a closer look at them and I'll try to illustrate how these new ones 
stack up against previous versions. 


‘To begin with, all applications must be “installed”. No big deal — 
simply double click (as in loading) an application you wish to load; 
‘amessage will appear a few seconds later stating that you have just 
“installed” the program. You might be asking yourselves what ex- 
actly is meant by the word “installed”. 


To answer that question, you must look back a few yearsago when 
Berkeley Softworks developed a form of copy protection. At that 
time, new application programs such as geoFile and geoCale 
began appearing. Each GEOS disk contains a seri 

is buried inside the source code. When you 
tion, itreads that serial number and saves it back to itself. The next 
time you load that certain application, it will go to the GEOS code 
and read the serial number and verify it with the one it saved, If 
they do not match, an error message will appear on the screen ad- 
vising you to boot the GEOS program which was used originally 
to install that particular application, 


We will now take a closer look at the various programs contained 
on the disks, 


Desktop (program which controls the screen activities) has been 
upgraded to 2.0, This upgrade has been wanslated into addi- 
tions/deletions to the command menu. Let's look at each in- 
dividually: 


File: 


‘This menu has had two new options added to it — Delete and Undo 
Delete. In previous versions, whenever a file had to be deleted, you 
had to double click it (get ghost image), drag it to the waste bas- 
ket and click one more time. The file would then be deleted. With 
this new version, you merely choose which file (or files) to be 
deleted by click each one once then click the “delete” option in the 
file menu — the file(s) will 
automatically be deleted. In order 
to recover them (which was impos- 
sible with previous version), simp- 
ly click the “undo delete” option 
and the files will reappear on desk 
top. 


Disk: Unchanged, 
Select: (new) 


“Selecting” a file is when you click an icon once to get a reverse 
image. If you wish to “select” several files, you can do ittwo ways 


How many times have you wished 
various documents created with other 
word processors could incorporate all of 
the fonts available through geoWrite? ... 
Look no more — Text Grabber is here! 


— click first icon once and click others while pressing the Com- 
modore key down at the same time. Once this has been completed 
click an icon one more time — an icon marked “multi files” will 
appear on the end of the cursor. Drag it to the borderand click once 
more —all icons which you selected will be dragged 10 the bor- 
der one by one. The other way is to click “all pages” if you wish 
to select al files on the disk, “page files” those files contained on 
certain page or “border files” files which are in the border. 


Page: 


Append will bring the next page to the screen. Delete does exact- 
ly what it says. Suppose you wish to delete all files contained on 
page, simply click “delete” and they will be gone, 


Options: 


Here you get four new options. "Set clock” will do just that. 
“Reset” will reset the computer. To close off GEOS, simply click 
asic”. This feature will bring you back into “basic”. “Shortcuts” 
will display apage which will outlinea list of keyboard commands 


geoWrite 2.1: 


T booted the new version expecting a number of changes: looking 
at the screen, nothing seemed to have changed from the previous 
version — 2.0, What makes it different is the writing window and 
its dimensions. The first time you open a new document, you will 
note that the document width does not span the entire 8.2 inches 
of a page. It begins at 1.2 inches and ends at 7.2 inches on the ruler 
IF you wish to widen the span so that the document begins at 2 in- 
ches and ends at 8.2 inches, sclect “make full page wide” from the 
OPTIONS menu. A dialog box will let you know that geoWrite 
will convert that file to a 2.1 version. The writing windows will 
now increase to three (3) instead of the previous two (2). 


geoSpell: 


‘This handy program will check the spelling of your geoWrite docu- 
ments. It comes complete with a resident dictionary and gives you 
the option of creating a personal dictionary. The maximum nun- 
ber of words you can add to a personal dictionary is approximate 
ly 10,000. 


geoMerge: 


This application will permit you to 
produce multiple copies of a docu- 
ment. In each copy of the document, 
geoMerge will insert unique names, 
addresses, or other data which you 
have defined. 


Text Grabber: 


Text Grabber utility application expands the usefulness of geo- 
Write. How many times have you wished various documents 
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> <= 
created with other word processors could incorporate all of the 
fonts available through geoWrite? Don’t want to re-type that 15. 
page document just so you can use the many fonts available 
through geoWrite? Look no more — Text Grabber is here. Text 
generated with Easy Script 


graphic in the region you have defined, seal 
ing it to fit or stretched & scaled to fit, Once 


the graphic has been pasted, you can move it 
just about anywhere on the screen you wish. 


Next, you will notice that the printer icon is lo- 
cated on the left hand side of the screen as 
compared to the right hand side in previous 
versions, Users complained that in many cases 
files would mistakenly be thrown into the gar- 
bage can instead of being deposited onto the 
printer icon and therefore be printed. Speak- 
ing of garbage cans, if you do accidently dis- 
card a file into the garbage can, the name of 
that file will appear below the can, With ver- 
sion 2.0, you can now recover files as long as 
you haven't thrown other files away. To 
recover a file, simply double-click the garbage 
can icon and the file will reappear onto the 
desktop. 


The clock & calendarare now visible in the upper right hand comer 
of the screen, In other versions, to either set or view th 
clock/calendar, you had to load the “preference ma 
beforehand. 


PaperClip, SpeedScript, and 
WordWriter can now be con- 
verted into a file which you can 
use with geoWrite. If you have 


Allin all, the new 


user-friendly than previous versions. 


All other desk accessories and files 
are the sameas previous versions. All 
in all, the new version is more uscr- 
friendly than previous versions. The 


version is more 


been using a word processor not 
listed above, three Generic w.p. files should be used. They should 
work with files created with other w 


geoPaint 


gcoPaint has also been upgraded. One of the most interesting fea- 
lures is the ability to either enlarge or shrink a graphic. This fea- 
ture can be quite handy when transferring graphics from either 
Printshop, Printmaster, Doodle, Newsroom, or any other graphic’s 
disk, Of course you require an application program called Graphies 
Grabber. The program works basically the same way Text Grab- 
ber docs. Unfortunately, when you import a graphic from 
Printshop or Printmaster, you will find that they are quite small 
With geoPaint's enlarging facility, your problems are over. This 
new feature also gives you the option of either centering the 


manual is quite thick and explains the 
workings of the various applications. Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
mention a few important points such as when you con 
system to recognize two drives once, the system will automatical- 
ly recognize them. Because I was having problems getting the sys- 
tem to recognize my second drive, [ tried telephoning Berkeley for 
advice. Instead of getting through, all I received was a recorded 
message advising for technical support, one cither had to write 10 
the company or get in touch using Quantum Link (BBS). In my 
case, I couldn't wait for an answer by mail and 1 don’t own a 
modem so I asked around and found the answer 


In conclusion, GEOS V2.0 was meant to be used with two disk 
drives and/or Ram Expander. I will be demonstrating the prograr 
at the Beginners class if you wish to see it before purchasing. See 
you all at the meeting. 


PRIOR, 


Ys 
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Artificial Intelligence 


by Bob Handtorth 


Ithas been said that computers are very accurate, very fan, acd 
very stupid. Human beings, on the other hand, are very clumsy, 
very slow, but highly intelligent. But computers also possess 
another characteristic; they are docile and obedient. If they are 
given a command which is within their range of capabilities they 
will obey it. This puts the human being in the driver's seat. Using 
his own intelligence, he can employ the speed and accuracy of the 
computer to accomplish some amazing feats. 


When we observe a computer performing rapid calculations, 
making complex decisions, and carrying out other astonishing 
operations, there is an almost natural tendency to want to credit it 
with acertain intelligence. We know of course that itis only acom- 
plicated instrument, but the operations it performs would certain- 
ly require considerable intelligence if a human being were to 
attempt them alone. What intelligence the computer may have is 
really contained in the commands and information itreceives from 
its operator together with the features built into it by the manufac- 
turer. In other words the computer’ s apparent intelligence is “trans- 
ferred”, or “infused”, or “second-hand”, or as is commonly termed 
now—“artificial”. In recent years Artificial Intelligence, or Al, has 
rapidly developed into a major subject in its own right, 


In considering AI with respect only to the C64 there are a couple 
of areas where the computer consistently demonstrates a kind of 
artificial intelligence capability. Perhaps the most elementary in- 
dication is in the field of logic, The old familiar syllogism: “John 
is a man; all men are mortal; therefore John is monal” is a good 
example of logic at its simplest. It is not hard to see the similarity 
between this and statements like: 

5<10; 10<15; therefore 5<15; 
or more generally 

A<B; B<C therefore A<C 
Of course the C64 hardly ever has to consider such simple and ob- 
vious deductions. But it often reaches similar conclusions in much 
more intricate and complex programs involving variables and 
changing values. 


Another feature which suggests intelligence is the ability to make 
decisions, and the C64 certainly is capable of making decisions, 
The plain“IF-THEN” statement is the simplest example: IF some- 
thing is true, THEN do this. When this command is combined with 
the “AND-OR" functions, the conditions which require a decision 
from the C-64 can become quite complex. For instance consider 
this line taken from an actual BASIC program: 
544 IF VAL(D$)>6399 OR K$<"0" OR K$>"9" OR 
(K$="0" AND D$="") THEN GOTO 541 
When the C64 responds to this command it certainly manifests 
something remotely resembling intelligence, however artificial it 
may be 


During the recent Canadian election when the carly results were 
being tabulated in Eastern Canada, computer programs were able 


to forecast with a surprising degree of accuracy what the complete 
results would be after the last votes were counted in the West. Of 
course, some human beings had to provide all the available infor- 
mation on known trends, opinion polls, local traditions, and the 1 
tures of different ridings, for the computers to digest and pr 
all this data and produce an answer. 


Probably the most common operation which employs AI is in the 
field of weather forecasting. Statistics and other data from world- 
wide sources are collected and programmed (by human beings) 
and then processed by computers. Medical diagnosis is another 
area where AI is being used more and more. The immense effor 
which culminated in U.S. astronauts landing on the moon would 
never have been possible without AI. Needless to say, the humble 
C-64 has no part in such operations, but it can be used to illustr 
and demonstrate to a limited extent some of the fundamental prin- 
ciples which underlie Al. 


A number of computer languages, especially designed for use with 
Al, have been developed in recent years. Probably the best known 
ones are LISP (lrom LISt Processing) and PROLOG, Because 
LISP requires a very large amount of memory, it is not practic 
for use with personal-type micro-computers, It is used extensive- 
ly, however, with some of the larger commercial-type machines 
and has become the preferred language for Al programmers. lts 
processing speed is much faster than that of BASIC. 


Languages like BASIC are designed to meet the expectations of 
those computers which look for precise and organized input, LISP. 
however, attempts to emulate human thought proces 


erratic. In Commodore Ma; ¢ for November 1987 there is an 
article on LISP together with a BASIC program which tries to 
show, ina limited way, something of the thought processes which 
LISP attempts to imitate. There is a similar description und 
program titled “Smart Alec” (Compute!, September 1987) in 
which the computer (“Alec”) supposedly can recognize simple 
definitions and a few basic sentence structures, and respond intel- 
ligently to them. 


One feature which could greatly enhance the impression of intel- 
ligence on the C64 would be the use of voice synthesis, It is pos: 
sible to program the C64’s SID chip soas to produce very realistic 
imitations of human words and pha Mostof us, in dialing 411 
for telephone directory assistance, have heard our requested num- 
bers announced in a voice which was obviously not live. TI 
response was not a recording but a programmed reply. Voice sy 
thesis, however, does nothing to increase the “intelligence” of the 
C-64. Itonly serves to give it the impression of being more human, 
and consequently makes it appear to be more intelligent. 


Itis difficult to consider Al without at least a brief look at the sub- 
ject of robotics, Industrial robots are now common on automobile 
assembly lines, a development which has inspired the window 
sticker: "Designed by a computer, built by a robot, and driven by 
an idiot”. Robots actually have almost no intelligence; they 
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simply obedient mechanical tools which carry out the commands 
and act on the decisions of the electronic computer. Itis somewhat 
like the relationship between management and labour. (This is not 
to imply that human labour lacks intelligence), Robots can be ac- 
tivated by certain sounds, movements, or variations in the amount 
of light, Optical scanners, which can recognize and act on printed 
words or symbols, have been around forat least twenty years. The 
lowly C-64, of course, does not belong in these leagues. 


‘There has been some speculation as to whether computers can be 
creative. Ifa computer used its RANDOM function to produce cer- 


tain results, and then was able to determine if the results made 
sense, then that could be viewed as a sort of creativity. Computers 
could be regarded as being antistic if they display desiy 
tures and play music. But truc creative art involves human fec!- 
ings—joy, surprise, love, sorrow and no complex assembly 
of circuits, wires, diodes, switches and keys could ever express the 
real emotion which goes into the creation of a genuine work of art 
Itall boils down to the bottom line: that artificial intelligence is 
after all, artificial. 


Game Tips 


compiled by Ray Monette 


KING'S QUEST II; To get the maiden out of the lower, You ost 
hold the amulet and think “home”, (Jennifer Cassagne— 
Louisiana) ALL COMPUTERS 


BRUCE LEE: You can get points very quickly by dropping on 
op of the black Ninja several times in succession. (Chris Beyer— 
U.S.A.) COMMODORE 


WA AND: Raise each character's intelligence to 23, 
(Michael Dong—California) 64K Apple, C64/128 


J is¢ first priority should be to accumulate credit to 
upgrade your weapons. Jason Yackee—Pennsylvania) 64K 
Apple, 256K IBM PC 


BOP'N WRESTLE: Walk right up to your opponent, grab him 
and give him a head butt. While he’s staggering, give him a quick 
kick and do it again. Repeat this until his energy’s depleted then 
give him the finishing move of your choice. (Chris Bonk—Sas- 
katchewan) COMMODORE 


BOULDERDASH : For immunity from Flies, enter POKE 
29004,96, For unlimited time, POKE 29885,96, For an unlimited 
number of lives, POKE 35589,96. Start the game with SYS 36431, 
(Lucy Terrier—Ilinois ) COMMODORE 


FAERY TALE ADVENTURE: Take Hems: 
graveyard late at night. (Pete Gage—Washington) 512K Apple 
IGS, 512K Amiga, C64/128, 256K IBM PC, IMB Macintosh II 


TREASURE ISLAND: When you get to the storm, type "tie rope” 
and you'll passit easily. (Loc Huynh— Vermont) COMMODORE 


ALIEN MIND: Listen to Aaron's messages carefully since deviat- 
ing from his instructions could be fatal. (Krishna Sadasivam— 
Tennessee) 512K Apple IIGS 


LTH: You can get extra power by going through the posi- 
power fields. If you go through slowly, you can get several 
leas —Tennessec) COM- 


tiv 
times the usual amount of fuel, (Harry 
MODORE 


Advertising helps 
support us — 
help support 

our advertisers! 


COVER 
YOUR INVESTMENT 


CUSTOM DESIGNED 
DUST COVERS 


CompuCovers 
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C64 Game Design 


Forty-fitth of a series 
by John Batchelor 


Quick Number Fun 


I'm always complaining about not having enough time to enjoy 
doing creative things on my computer. Certainly 1 don't do any 
more big projects. I can sometimes find time to do little experi- 
ments, Most of these can be done on any computer with BASIC. 
‘This month, 1'll tell you about something | did originally in GW- 
BASIC on an MS-DOS (IBM-style) computer, 


I first heard about the "GOLDEN MEAN” on a Walt Disney 
program when I was about 8 years old. The Greeks used it in their 
architecture for the proportions of the Golden Rectangle. If you 
start with a rectangle whose side are in the correct proportions, you 
can stick a square on the long side to make a new rectangle and its 
proportions will be the same. Iwill just bea bigger version of the 
first rectangle. You can do this again and again and the propor- 
tions, or overall shape, will be constant, You can go the other way, 
100, by cutting off square from the one end of a golden rectang 

‘The left-over bit will be a smaller golden rectangle and so on. 


Note that the starting proportions must be just right. If you cut 
squares offa piece of 8 1/2 by 11 inch typing paper, you will create 
very different shapes. A little algebra will give you the answer. 
Look al this diagram: 


Xisto | as Lis to X-1 if the proportions are repeated in each gold- 
en rectangle, Therefore, X2~ Solving for the positive quad- 
ratic root: X=.5(1+SQR(S)) where SQR means the square root. 
‘This is approximately 1.618034. 


Now the Greeks knew about irrational numbers. Thatis, they knew 
that the golden mean could not be expressed as a fraction of two 


integers. Nevertheless, maybe they had a useful approximation the 
way pican be approximated with 22 divided by 7. 1 wanted to sce 
if there wasn'ta similar handy ration that gave the golden mean. 


A computer is good for trying all the combinations. I wrote little 
program to test ratios, Start with numeratorand denominator equal 
to one, If the ratio is less than the golden mean, increment the 
numerator. If the ratio is greater than the golden mean, increment 
the denominator. Keep cycling and printing out the results, 

10 N=1:D=1:G=.5"(1+SQR(5)) 

20 T=N/D 

30 PRINT N,D,T 

40 IF T<G THEN N=N41:GOTO 20 

50 IF T>G THEN D=D+1:GOTO 20 

60 IF T=-G THEN END 
‘This will run prety quickly 
whenever T gets close toG, 

15 S=2:REM Temporary guess at golden mean 

33 Q=ABS(T-G) 

35 IF Q<S THEN S=Q:STOP 
You will find the program stops each time a beter ratio is found, 
Enter CONT each time to continue and make a note of promising 
simple ratios which approximate the golden mean. 


$0 you might want to put in a pause 


‘The program will stop at 1/1 and 2/1 and 3/2 and 5/3 and 8/5 and 
21/13 and 34/21 and 55/34 and... Waita minute! The denominator 
of each fraction is the same as the numerator of the pr 
Also, adding the numerator and denominator of one fra 
the numerator of the next onc, 


‘The series 1,1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34,55 and so on is known as the 
Fibonacci series after an nv. Justadd two terms 
to get the next. The golden mean can be approximated by the nt- 
tion of adjacent Fibonacci numbers, Now you ean write a more ef 
ficient program which skips all the other numbers. 

10 Fi=t:F2=1 

20 G=F2/F1 

30 PRINT F2,F1,G 

40 F3=F14F2 

50 F1=F2:F2-F3 

60 GOTO 20 
‘This program will run outof precision and/or overflow very 
ly. However, the Fibonacci series is very easy to caleulate m: 
ly for the first dozen or more terms, If you need the golden m 
to measure up a pleasing garden plot or dog, house or garage 
sign, you can get pretty close without algebra, square roots or a 
‘computer, Computers can show you how to avoid using them! 
Anyway, [had fun rediscovering some ancient and medieval num- 


ber theory. 
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Book Review 


Getting a Computer Virus Doesn’t Have to be Fatal 


Computer Viruses,by Ralph Roberts; Chilton Trade Book 
Publishing; $14.95 


For humans, a virus usually means a depressing period of runny 
noses, fatigue and other dispiriting symptoms. For computers, a 
virus is next to fatal; although the hardware survives, the informa- 
tion is scrambled or destroyed. I is as if your winter cold also 
wiped out your life savin, 


No computer system is immune to a virus, a malicious program 
that is designed to infect and electronically damage the disks on 
which data are stored. Two groups are especially al risk, however: 
active home users who acquire programs from other than com- 
mercial sources, particularly by telephone from bulletin-board 
tems, and workers in offices with many personal computers, where 
programs are freely exchanged or where a disaffected employee 
may introduce an infection into the system. 


Computer Viruses, by Ralph Roberts, is the first book-length treat- 
ment of the problem, one that is a threat not just to the individual 
user but to the business, financial and even national defence com- 
munities. As Roberts writes, “The Computer Virus Industry As- 
sociation — a group of software companies who manufacture and 
sell antiviral products — has already identified viruses on most 
major categories of personal computers being sold today. These 
include over 20 different types that attack IBM PC's and com- 
patibles, fourare Macintosh-specific, four prey on Amigas, and six 
more infect other types of computers architecture.” 


The hook tells the story of several specific attack: the Brain virus, 
which infected the personal computers used by editors and 
reporters at the Providence Journal-Bulletin in Rhode Istand; the 
Friday the 13th. virus, which was found in the s 
computation centre at Hebrew University of Jeru 
But the heart of the book is prevention and cure. For example, it 


Classified Ads 


FOR SALE: Original Apple I/Il/lle software. Games: Rescue on 
Fractulus (Lucasfilms) 64k, $25; Nightstalker, 48k, S7; Lock 'n’ 
Chase, $7. Animation progeam: Fantavision, 64k, can 
$40, Call Vojta (Ir.) at 722-9778. 


FOR SALE: Commodore 64, 1541 disk drive, Xetex Super- 
Graphix Jr. interface, joysticks, paddles, books, software and 
magazines, Call David Jones at 830-1437. 


FOR SALE: Easy Pad (Koala Pad) for drawing, with software, for 
Apple I/l+/lle, $45; Apple Mouse I! for Il/II+/Ile, comes with 
the card, $95; Software Automatic Mouth for Apple with slots— 
hardware voice synthesizer, $20, Call Vojta (Jr.) at 722-9778. 


FOR SALE: GLP Cenuonics Dot Matrix Printer — small size 
makes it ideal for owners of portables, $120; call Yvan Gaudette, 
office 993-6418, home 771-5740. 


advises making backup copies of your data frequently. It warns 
you to beware of copies of programs given to you when they come 
from who knows how many generation of copies. There are also 
reviews of popular antiviral programs in four 
tional Business Machine and compatibles, Macintosh, At 
Amiga. 


The book, which is necessarily technical at times, is recommended 
for reasonably sophisticated personal computer user and pa 
ticularly for those who are responsible for the security of many 
machines and much important data. Once program commended in 
Computer Viruses is Virus Infection Protection, for the Amiga. It 
is now out in anew, improved version. The program is already sot 
up to recognize six well-known Amiga viruses and has provisions 
for building up information on new ones, so it can recognize them 
the next time around. 


This is not a program for anyone who still has trouble finding the 
power switch on the computer, but in fact it is casier to use than 
the 18-page manual would seems to suggest. 


Mr .Diskette 
LOW prices 
every day! 


You probably already — most of“all—sofiware & 
shop ai the Mr, Diskette supplies. 
stores—why—because Best of all, Mr. Dis- 
we have the low prices keute has more of every- 
ed computer thing—when need i— 
cd every day with the better price 
s on and that's why Ottawa 
printers, computers and counts on Mr, Diskeute! 


. Diskette-4 locations 


Gloucester 
1456 Cyrille Rd 
(next to Stanop Ad.) 
749-3100 
Open 9-9 
Saturday 9-5 
Bells Corners 


(ust nonts of Laurier) 


232-5203 
Oven 9-6, 9-7 Thus 


"727-0180 
_ Oper 
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Computer Ownership 
OHCC Membership 


Hh 


C64 Amiga C128 BM Apple Other 
Computer Type MM) 153 61 34 49 28 R 


Feb. 14, 1089 
Chart produced by P. Wickless 


WANTED: 
Commodore 64 Librarian 


‘The present C-64 Librarian has announced that he will be resigning as soon as a suitable suc- 
cessor is found. 


If anyone is interested in this position, would they please contact either the club President or 
the present Editor, 


Carl will be more than pleased to teach you the ropes, and help out with the first 
few issues. Carl has also said that he would like to help out organizing the disk library. 


